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UFO'S SEEN OVER PHILADELPHIA, DETECTED ON TWO SEPARATE RADARSCOPES

Covor-Up of Reports

One of the three or four best sightings of recent months occurred early
on the moming of July 31, 1963, over Philadelphia. Sightings were made by
dozens of Philedelphia residents, in addition to observers in tho Tower of the
Philadelphia International Airport, and radar contacts wers made by both tho
International and McGuiro Air Force Base, New Jorsey. Yot, owing to the sup- -
pression of pertinent facts, this most important incident has received little
publicity, and what little there was tended to promote tho impression that the
sighting was caused by Arcturus or sane other heavenly body. It is only due
to first-hand interviews by NJAAP investigetors with key persons in tho sighting
who must remain anonymous that tho facts presented here wero discovered.

The first roports wore made around midnight (apparently) on July 30-31,
when numerous Philadelphians observed a strangoe roddish UFO hanging at 450
in the westorn sky. Unfortunately, the exact times of obsorvations end details
of reports are not cleoar, owing to tho confusion of the various sources. Our
investigation was begun too late to clear up these obscuritics, and it does not
seenm that at this lato date they can be cloared up. However, wo prosont the
information availablo to us, which shows tho outlines of tho sighting fairly .
clearly.

Tho Philadelphia Inguirer (7/31/63), roported that "a flashing red and
white object with a red tail hung over West Philadelphia mystifying midnight = .
sky watchors early Wednesday. Theo object flashod brilliantly and was socon from
the western suburbs and various parts of the city. To cermtor city viowors it
scomed gbout 45 degreos above the horizon. The tower at International Airport
and tho Weathor Buroau wore unablo to identify it." The Inquiror wont on the
nowsstands on the morning of July 31; that ovoning tho Philadolphia Bulletin
appoarcd with a negative and contradictory story, undor a normally facetious
hoedline ("Twinklo, Twinkle, How Thoy Wondori™) Tho UFO was vaguoly doscribed
as "flashing objocts in tho sky," and "bowermon and weathormon" were quoted
as identifying it as a star. "Thore's hardly eny question about it," ran tho
quotation, "What the callers sew was a star."

This enswor secomed porfoctly setisfactory, and, as nobody botherod to ask
oxactly which star was the culprit, this point remained uncloar until August
10, when it was lifted out of obscurity by Dr. I.M. Lovitt, Director of Feols
Planetearium and part-time UFO dobunkors Arcturus was tho answor, said ho (In-
guirer, 8/11/63), adding that this brilliant star "dips bolow tlo northwostorn
horizon by midnight to 1 A.M. during August." It doos not seem to have occurrod
%o the Inquirer writors to wonder how a star which sot betwoen midnight and

(soo "Philadolphia Sighting," p. 3)
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EDITORIAL

On the whole, we feel that editorials in UFO megezines ere rather tedious
affeotations that UFOlogy can well do without, and so we shall try to avoid
them as much as possible in the future -= bubt- it somehow does not seem fitting
to put out the first issue of a bulletin under one's own auspices without saying
a few words on the occasion. So perhaps this might be an opportune time to
make a few general observations and statomonts of principle.

It is unfortunate that a large number of UFO researchers these days have
to an alarming extent lost sight of the true goals toward which thoy are striving.
UFOlogy is in itself a highly controversial field, end to add superfluous end
ofton nonsensical controversy to it sorves only to obscure a subject which is,
heaven knows, mystifying onough without any such outsido holp. Yet this is
what many UFO students are doing == and, in many casos, dovoting tho bulk of
their timo and effort to doing. Many UFO publications with terrific potential
have degonerated into == or always woro == mero gossip shoets, with UFO
sightings and concroto ovidonco comprossod and tucked into the "Short Shots"
column to accommodate juley bits of scandal. We blush to say that the chief
offenders are ofton teen-agors == the poople upon whom the futurc of UFO
resoarch rosta. ;

Why is this so? Well, for ono thing, most poople are naturally attracted
to gossips As controvorsios involving personalities provido somo of tho most
luscious gossip that one can find, it is netural that readors should be attracted
to such comtroversios and that oditors of UFO journals, eithor bocause of por-
sonal inclination or desiro to ploase thoir readership, should include a great
deal of materiasl of this naturec. We ropoat, this is & porfeotly natural desire,
and hardly something to bo ashamod of, but it must bo strongly supprossod whon
dealing with UFO's. After all, tho tabloids may make thrilling roading, but
it is on tho pages of the Now York Timecs that history is mado.

In this bulletin, we rofusc to take part in the petty and childish feuds
indulgod in by so many UFO splintor groups =- their sonsoloss aettacks upon
NICAP and each othor. Wo shall devoto no space to metaphysics, religion, or
politics; those who have followed the docline and fall of Norbort Gariety's

Se.PsA.C.BE. know woll how fatwul those can bo to a UFOzine.

On the positive side, wo will attompt to presont to you the best first-
hand reports availablo to us, as throughly invostigated as possiblo. ' And, more
important, wo shall give you intorprotations of the UF0 evonts in factual
articlos -- the ono on the British oraters which appears in this issue, for
examplo. For it is only in this manner thet we con achiove tho -brue objeotivo
of our research: to solve the UFO mystory.

"Enough of words. Doeds now," said Aoschylus! Promethous. Indced, it is
high time we stoppod this editorial jabboring and proceoded to our more im=
portent matorial. We leave you with one final bit of instruction: :

Read == and THINK.

Tho NeJeA.AP. Bullotin, Vol. II No. 2, Novembor 1963. Publishod by the New

Jorsoy Associmtion on Aorial Phonomona (NJAAP), 186 Lakesido Drivo, Levittown,
Ponnsylvania, 19054. Diroctor: David Halperin. ‘Dues: $2.00 for six bi~monthly

o~ - P §
issucs of Tho N.J.AA.P. Bullobtin. wuuuuu;uuu parmivted 1if source is ac=

knowledged.




Philadolphia Sighting (cont'd)

1:00 AJM. could appoar to bo at 45° in the west during the carly moming hours.

. This obacurrby was meroly compoundod. by e lottor from Dr. Lovitt. (9/3/63),
1nfomtng us thet ™whon the Inquiror ocalled ma, it was around ten 0 tolock and
at that time Aroturus was 459 above tho horizon," This a:batemnt ran dirao‘bly
counter to all the information that wo had proviously ga‘thorod on tho sighting.
Mr. Glonn Stallard of tho Woathor Burcau at the Internationsl Airport had told
us over the phonc that all roports of tho object to his offigo had’ occurrod after
midnight, although ho had not boen thore to roceive thom: Aftor our letter from
Dr. Lovitt, we roquested written confirmation of this, and rocoived the following:
"I was on duty at the Weathor Burcau offico from 4:00 psm. to midnight on July
30, 1963, To the bost of ny knowlodgo no. roports of unidontifiod flying objeots
were rocoived that ovoning" (9/2?/63) Tho mplioationu of this are. clear onoughe.

Unfortunatoly, lotters to tho offico of the Inguirer have brought. only
vegue and ambiguous answors, of no holp whatovor in cloaring up this point.

This much, howover, scems cortaing If indooed tho UFO was observed at 10:00

on July 30, it stayed around for a good long timo. Wo aro informod by a roli=-
ablo source that UFO. roports wore coming in vory froquomtly to tho Airport
ai"bcr midnights Obviously, whatover it was that Philadolphians wore soeing, it
wad not tho star Arcturus. .

The . sighting reachod :I.ts ¢limax at about 2:00 AdMe,* whon men in tho radar
shack at tho Intornational Alrport noticod throe unexplainod blips in the north-
wost quadrent of thoir radarscopos. Theso blips subsoquontly moved off into
the northoast quadrant; shortly aftorward, obsorvers in the Towor saw threo
_mystorious white lights in the northoastom sky.

An investigation of the strango objocts was made by the pilots of a smell
pi'ivs.'l;e plane. As thoy wont up aftor the UFO's, they wero veotorod in by the
radarmon at the International Airports Their first visual contact wos mado
whon they were at aboub 2000 or 3000 feet. Tho radar shack radioed: "Objoot
12:00 your pouition. .Suro enough, directly ahecad of thom, low on tho horizon,
at an ang le of  about 30° to the airplano's nose, was a white light in the north-
oast.

For the next hour or so, tho radarmon continucd to guide thom, putting
them through an involved serios of twists, turns, and loops, However, despite
this, thoy only maneged to got a glimpse of ono othor UFO: a small light in
the north-north-cast, partly hidden in what looked like a hazebank, ¥ )

Finelly, tho radar shack advised them to switch their frequenoy over to
McGuiro Air Foroo Base, New Jersey, over thirty miles from tho Airport (5.:1 e
an oast-north-cast direction). Thoy did so, ‘and McGuire, whioch’ apparently
had tho idontical objoets on its' 800pOS8, continhed to'_veo'bor thon in on the'
lights,

. In brief, tho pilota wero unable to’ get any closer to the UFO's, nor wore
they ablo to discover anything about thoms The chase ended at around 3130,

1Unforbuna.taly, our sources for the following information consist almost entire-
ly of first-hend interviews with persons whose nemes cannot bo divulged heres .
However, confirmation of theso statements may be found in the WOR 8300 News -
broadeast of the moming of July 3l. This acoount, which is, to the best of
our knowledge, the only news coverage of this facet of the sighting, is sub~-
stantially accurate, The source of WOR!'s information is not known; it may
prove to be of considerable importance, and Special Advisor Ivan Sanderson is
investigating the matters ' If he discovers anything, it will be reporhed in
the next issue of this Bulletin.



when the pilots observed a National Airlines plane. approaching from Washington,
D.C., on route to New York, preparing to land at the Imbternatiomal Airport.
The airline pllot overheard their conversakions, and asked them what it was
all about. They told him. -He replied that he was unable to look around at
the time, but, ‘after taking off again for New York, would have a chance to
do so,.  He then .broke off communication, and the private pilota. who were
getting. disgusted w:.th their fruitleas aearoh, ‘decided to give up the hunt
end land. . - !
It is not knawn at present -whethe r the Natioml Airlines pilot was ever
able to look for the objects, and, if so, what he saw. Attempts on. our part
to locate him have thus far been: unsuccessful, and it is rs.thar doubtful if
any more ini'omation on this will be forthooni.ng. i ¢
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If the radar sighting had been given s'braightforward treatmsrrb by the-
official persons. both at the: International Airport and McGuire Air Foree Base,
it is probable that it would be a considerably weightier picoce of évidence than
it is now; in eny case, there. would be no necessity for this objectionably
molodramatic suppression of the names of our sources. Unfortunately, this
was not the case, . Some.form of censorship was imposed, and the sightings were
denied by both MoGuire and the International Airports (We may note here that
we have no doubt. as to.the reliability of our sources 'as opposed to the denials).
Captein John W,: Goodson, of MoGuire AFB, informed us in a letter dated 8/217/634
"The statement attributed to the WOR News Bureau in your letter is not true.

No lights were picked.up by MoGuire radar unitsses." About a weok later,
similer denials were made over the phone to us by one of the persons who was
in the radar shaock at the time of the sighting. He remembered that there was
some cormotion over & light which la'ber turned out to be Aroturua 3 the radar
.was not involved, in any ‘caseée .

Although we originally poatuie.ted some forn of official cover-up, pre—
sunmably sponsored by the Air Force, further reflection has made it seem more
probable that the .suppression of facts was carried out at quite a low level.

At eny rete, it seems unlikely that the higher officials at McGuire and the
Airport even heard about the: incident. Early in August, we spoke over the

phone with Leo G. Marshall, Facility Chief of the Tower at the Alrport. We

are acquainted with Mr. Marshall, and believe him to ‘bo- thoroughly honest and
sincere. Ho was very pleasant.and helpful over the phone, and evinced an interest
in UFO's. To the best of his knowledge, he said, no reports had come in that
night, but added that. he would probably not be informed of phone calls reporting
unusual lights. Heo.did say that.an ongineer mamed James Orlando had phoned to
report a sighting, but he couldn't remember just when.2 We believe that his

2The Orlando sxght:!.ng, we leter discovered, ‘ecourred on;July 22, and was unre-
lated to the later incident. We surmarize it heres At about 10:45 P.M., Mr,

- Orlando was standing outside a-parked ¢ay hoar the Westinghouse plant. in
Philadelphia when he obsérved a red ball with a green tail crossing the sky on
a slant trajectory from southwest to northeast. Wé identified this'as an un=-
usually brillient fireball meteor, end; although Dr. Cherles P. Olivier (Pres-
ident of American Meteor Sooiety, emeritus Professor of Astronomy at the Univer-
gity of Pennsylvenla, Special Advisor to NICAP) had no reports on file which

would confirm stich an explanation, we have no valid resson to doubt. Mr.

A din e Aanml Ehanirad 4‘.-“. ‘In-!a b%\nﬂnana in hnnhn'r-n'l'ﬂ'n:r with
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us and commended for the lucid nature of his report. Our special thenks “to
Michael R. Freedman, of Philadelphia, who interviewed the witness,



deniel was sincere, end that he honestly had not been informed of the sighting.
The same probably goes for tho officials at MoGuire.:

In our opinion, the "ocensorship" was probably the result of a mutual agree-
ment on the part of the radarmen (both at McGuire arnd at the Airport) and ‘the
towermen. All were doubtless aware of the scorn of the Air Force for UFO's,
and they (or at least those at McGuire) feared that they would be looked upon
with considerable disfavor by their superiors if they reported flying saucers
on their redarscopes. Tho best thing, they deoided, was to keop mume3

This, and not an Air Force cover-up, seems to be the best explanation of
the denials we receivede.
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It should be noted here that a number of sightings occurred over Phikdelphia
on the night of August 4. Wo have been able- to disocver no information about
them other than the scanty data given in the Philadelphia Daily Neww of 8/5/63,
and their value as evidence is practically nils. "One Daily News caller said
her husband and some neighbors sew something moving slowly through the sky. It
appeared to be red, white and blue and looked like the top of a meypole, she
said. 4nother caller reported a cross in the sky 'right in back of the moone'
Experts seemed to think the sightings wero caused by starlight reflecting on
upper atmospherie bands of dust or smog." Despite the ambiguity of the last
sentence (who were the "exports," and exactly what does "seemed to think"
nean?), the atmospheric explanation seems probeble, We mention these sightings
here more as & matter of record than enything else. (See also the Philadelphia

Inquirer, 8/5/63).
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The possibility of a natural explamation for the events of July 31 should
not be dismissed automatically, but should be given careful examination.

First, we must mention one point which will bring joy to the skeptic's
heart. There existed strong temperature inversions on the night of July
30-31 (as, indeed, for the next week or so). Early that evening, a cold
front had passed over Philadelphia, sweeping away the dust, smog, haze, and
whatnot which was present in the city's atmosphere. This unusual clarity
of the sky was augmermted by a number of layers of hot and cold air, rendering
Dr. Levitt's Arcturus theory far from fantastic.

However, upon closer exemination, it falls apart. The most obvious of
its flaws is that the sightings reached their peak after Arcturus had sunk
below the horizon. The brilliant star Vege was visible in the west in the
early morning hours, but it was at too great an altitude above the horizon
to have oaused the sightingse.

There is another salient point, which must be mentioned. We have an official
U.S. Weather Bureau weather map for 1:00 A.M. on July 31, 1963; it shows that
nmeteorological conditions were strikingly uniform for a great distance along
the Middle Atlantic Coast.? From this, we may infer that the prevalent at-

3In o latter to us dated 11/13/83, Major Maston M. Jacks of the USAF Public
Information Division denied any knowledge of the sighting.
40vor Philadelphia, the tenperature was M2, the dewpoint was 55, and the baromete
was 176 (having rison and leveled off, +14, in the past three hours). For New
York, these figures were, respectively: 73}, 54, 176, +10. Washingtons: 76, 55,
17, +10. Bostons 67, 54, 157, ==, All of these locations were clear, ex-
copt for Washington, which was about 3/4 clouded, with a visibility of 10 mil~s.



mospheric conditions were very much similar over an area quite a'bit larger
than the Delaware Valley. K Yet, although dozens of Fhiladelphians were startled
by an objeot which Dr. Levitt end others would have us believe was an:atmospheric
distortion of a star, this "distortion" was apparently seen nowhere else. It
is strongly indieated that the "unknown," whatever it was, was guite olose to
Philadelphia, - DA .

There is & temptation to dispose of the radar sighting by invoking the
Gemporature irmversions; however, this seems extremely impwobablee. Not only
were the sam objects picked up on rader units more than thirty miles apart
(quite & neet trick for temperature inversions) but weére seen visually from the
Tower. The odds egainst any such explanation are very high, and the skeptiocs
will have to do better. ' e o wm

It should be ment ioned, though, in the interests of objectivity, that the
observations made by the pilots have an element of doubt attached to thome
Checking a star chart, we disocvered that the bright star Aldebaren was just
above the northeast horizon at the time of the sighting; similarly, the star
Capelle was in the north-north-east. These identifications, however, are in
thenselves rather doubtful. The light seen on the northeast horizon was des=
cribed as steady; although thore was some suggestion that it might have been
a planet (which was qua shed when we checked our almanac end ster chart), it
cartainly did not exhibit the characteristics of a star. Strong toemperature
inversion layers nay give a star an unusualvag‘pgag_rahae in that it seems %o
", be "in motion, howering, pulsating, end flashing red and green lights!® but -
from this very deseription. it seems unlikely that they would impart %o it the
characteristics of a steady light. In additior, the coincidence of the position
of the light with that of the radar blip would seenm to testify egainst such an
explenation. However, it is a possibility which should be kept in mind.

It must be emphasized that these considerations do:hot detract from the
value of the sighting in general. It certainly remains one of the best and
most important UFO incidents of 1963. "Lk ¥E
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ORTHOTENIC CORRECTIONS

Since our article on 1952 orthoteny in The Shadow of the Unknown was pub-
1ished, .we have discovered further information regarding the statements made
therein. : ;

As pointed out to us by Ceeil Di Clayton, of Henderson, Kentucky, our
tentative identificetion of Lynnville, Indiena, with Lynn, Indiana (in regard
to the sightings of July 25) was quite incorrect. Actually, Lynnville is a
amall town about twenty miles northeast of Evansville, and nowhere near our
proposed aligmment. It is with a pang of regret that we drop this lovely
alignment into the wastebasket, but, que serd, sord. s
i The abovementioned pang is somewhat alleviated by our discovery of the
true location of Carmel, Ohio, in connedtion with the July 19 sightings. Al-
‘though our proposed River Edge-Carmel-Charlton Flats alignment failed to material-
ize, we discovered sn equally valid one stretching from Charlton Flats through
- Carmel to Washington. ' ' : : E ‘

‘ As stated in our article, our study of orthoteny during the "Big Flap"

ig far from finisheds The article merely reported the results of a pilot study.
Wo Paed.tiore 8ig + from Juns, and, preferably; July, 1952. Won't you help?
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SMenzel, Donald H., The World of Plying Saucers (Doubleday; 1963), pe 64




‘PUBLICATION OF NICAP REPORT- 'ASSURED'

NICAP == the National Investigations Committee on ‘Aerial Phenomena -= is
finally about to publish its long-awaited report The UFO Evidence, the result
of a heroic six-year struggle to present.the UFO facts to the public, Although
this Report has been in preparation for the past year end & half, owing to fi=-
nancjel and other problems prinfing was delayed until now,  But, in the July-
September 1963 issue of its organ, Thoe U.F.0.- Investigator, NICAP announced
the forthecoming puhlioation of ‘thae Report. stated that it was aveilable to
members only for $3.95, and strongly expressed the neceasity of orders for
The UFO Evidence by a majority of members. Response was good, and’ early this
month NICAP informed .us that printing of the Rapart ia assured. also oon-
tinuation of NICAP." '

. There is little doubt that. when the Rspozt-comss out, it will" oraate the
... biggést splesh that UFOlogy has seen in the. past decades ' It will be distributed
to all Members of Congress end over 2,000 newspapers and broadcasting stations.
It will be the complete, fully dogumented history of UF0's, and of the<Air Force
. censorship of UFO data. It may well bring. an end to official seoraay for onece

- and for all, and inaugurate an entirely new- ere for UFOlogy. :

Unfortunately, this most importent documemt is at.present unavailable to
non-members, end NICAP has temporarily ceased accepting new members. However,
when membership is re-opened -- and we are. sure that it soon will be == we urge
all ‘who read this'to join NICAP, Dues are $5.00 for six bi-monthly issues --

- extremely cheap for what is probably the best end most attractive UFO journal
published in this country. Write: 1536 Connecticut. Amanue, NW; ‘Washington 6,
D.Ces 20036,
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'BONFIRE'~LIKE OBJECT. SIGHTED. OVER PHILADEIPHIA

At approximatoly 7:00 P.M. on October 6, 1963, a UFO described as being
like a "bonfire" was observed over Philadelphia by Micheel R. Freoedman, an
18-year-old studemt. Mr. Freedman is deeply interested in UFO's, and gave the
Director inwvaluable aaaistanoe in investigating tle radar-visual aighting of
July 31 (see above). ,

Mr. Freedman's report followa:;' -

"I was standing atop a four-story buildmng checking the sunset for pos=-
sible photography. Being imterested in UFO's, I decided to watch aircraft,
birds, stars, etc. in order to be better able to distinguish these objects from
authentic UF0's.

"Looking towards the southeast, I saw a fairly large yellow-orange object,
It could be described as a 'bonfire'! with four to six whitish areas along the
sonter. It was more oblong then round."”

(In a later interview with the witness, it was determined that the object
had been oval, about twice as long as it was wide. Its length was approximately
equal to the diemeter of a nickel held at arm's length. The whitish areas were
arranged in a straight row along its length. Although glowing like a bonfire,
its apparent outline wes fairly rigid, and it did not shoot off tongues the
way a fire would.)

"Below this objoet was some type of aircraft, its navigation light fleshing
bright red." (The witness later stated that it was traveling in a southwester-
ly direction.) (cont'd)



"From closer observation I was able to determine the position of the UFO
as southeast Philadelphia over or near the Delaware River. It was about 50
degrees above the southern horizen.

"The object was-travellng eastward (ENE) at flrst, “then changed to a
northwesterly course (NNW). One moment it was going oast, and ‘the next thing
I knew it proceeded west. :

"It was visible for about 20 seconds before complately vanlshing. Not
upwards, not forwards, just disappearingee.s

"Additional information: Its veloeity was more or 1333 unlform although.
it seemed slightly faster than the airoraft 'below' it. It did not.'fall!
but appeared to glide threugh the air. Other than the. sharp change of direotion,
it did not execute any unusual aerial maneuvers.

"Also: the sun had dropped below the horizon before the 51ghting and its
rays still imparted an orange~rad glow to the cloudsg in the immediate west. I
had goue up to the roof abdut 6:15 P.M. and left at about 7:30 P.M." .. :

' Mry Froedman's own evaluation of the sighting is:

"I doubt very. mnch 'if it was any of the following: optical illusion,
hallucination; aireraft; balloon; reflectidn of sunlight birds; meteor. S

"Howevor, were I to dhoose one of the above for an'explanatlon,‘ optioal
illusion or meteor would be my guess.

"I am not ‘accustomed to shouting 'UFOL! at overything that does not fit
my conceptiol of 'natural phenomena. I will say this -- the DbJGct was unlike
anything I have ever seen in the relatively short period of my sky-watching,
or from anything 'matural! I have ever hoard of."

After his sighting, Mr. Freedman checked with the Astronomy Departmant
at the Frenklin Institute and the Weather Bureau at the Philadelphia International
Airport. Both stated that no meteors had been reportod that night. Of course,
both the long duration of the sighting ond the sharp turn mado by the object
rule out any explanation in terms of metoors.

Anothor possible explanation is-an aircraft roflocting sunlight but this
too must be discardod. The sun was about half an hour below the horizon, and
would hardly have imparted such a brilliant glow to an objoct in the southeasts.
The abrupt turn made by the object in itseclf rules out such an explonation.

Of the other oxplonatiens tontatively suggested by the witness, none can
be seriously considered. In addition, there are no atmospherio phenomena which
would fit his description.

Wo aro preosently attempting to locatoe tho pilot of tho plane Mr. Frecdman
mentioned in his account. If we succoed, wo shall probubly‘havo an interesting
confirmatory’ dosoriptlon. Results will.be reported in.the next issue of this
bulletin. ' o
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'NJAAP joins the nation in mourning the tragic and untlmely
death of Pr031dent John F, Konnedy.



Special Article:

R

AN EXAMINATION OF THE RECENT CRATER 'EPIDEMIC' IN GREAT BRITAIN

B . ; S A . - : /.

“= 1n-late June and early July, 1963, 'at-"-';eg;atﬂve -groups_of orgters of
mysterious origin end nature were discovered in England and Scotlandi The
mos publicized of these, the mysterious hole found on a fam at Charlton,
Wiltshire, was discussed in detail in am article by the Director for the
book The Shadow of the Unknown. Since this article was written, we have re-
ceived much additional data on the Charlton and, other orators which nultiplies
the significance of the Charlton nystery tenfold. When this information is
oollated, as it will be below, the outlines of a weird pattern begin to dimly
emerge, This pattern may well turn out to be one of the most significant UFO
evonts of the 1960's.B .

The first of the craters to come to public attemtion was the one discovered
on Manor Farm (Gharlton) on July 10 by Roy Blanchard, the owner of the farm.
Although we incorrectly reported that nothing had been seen in the area prior
to the disgovery of the hole, as & matter of fact an/orange object was seen to
flash through the sky on that date by Constable Anthony FPenny (London Daily
Express, 7/23/63). Whethor this has any conneotion with the hole.is, of course,
uncertain, but it appears probable that it does. In addition, Leonard Joliffe,
the dairymen on Manor Farm, heard a blast at about 6:00 on an unspecified morning
before the crater was found (London Times, 7/19/63), although the relevance
of this is & little dubious.

The site of the hole was inspected by Charles Syickland, B.Sc., (author.’,
of the BUFOA Journal article) on July 18 end agein on July 24 and 25, His .Y
desoription is good; but differs on a nurber of points from the facts reported
to us by Blanchard in his letter of August 18. ‘01‘1"the‘._ai;;‘pofntﬁj-'we*hwq,daqmgd
it best to accopt Blanchard's report rather than 'Stickland's, especially’as *
Stickland d¢és. not appasr to have spoken to Blenchard at all. ot

A diegrati of this crater, based on a diagrem drawn by Blanchard, is shown
in Figure l. Although it is quite clear, a foew additional remarks should be
. added. The small hole. shown in the center of the crater was about two inches
in diameter and about three feet deep. According to Stickland, "it was not
completely empty but had loose rocks inside it." Although only about three
feet in diemeter, the orater was situated in the center of a shallow circular
depression with an overall diameter of about eight feet. Within this ares,
all but a few potato plants had diseppeared, apparently having been sucked
up. From the hole radiated four ill-defined trench-like depressions, three of
them continuing on into the adjoining barley field. Whatever caused these
trenches had sucked up the barley that lay in their paths.

Stickland later discovered three other locations on the farm where crops
were disturbed mysteriously. Tho first of these was under a gap in the hedge
on the~far-side-of the -harley field, where the barley was missing over a oir-

-4

" L

60ur chief sources for the information-prasented \in the first ‘soction of

this article are: a most fascineting and detailed.letter fron Mr. F.K¢
Haythornthwaite, of Cambridge, England, dated 9/24/63, for which we are very
deeply grateful; and the Summer 1963 issue of the BUFOA Journal, an un-
commonly good little magazine published by an amalgamation of British UFO
groups called tho British UFO Association (write: F. Malcoln Bull, 14 Battinson
Street, Southowrem, Helifax, Yorkshire). Alsot Flying Sauner Review, September-
October 1963; Saucer News, December 1963; and The Shadow of the Unknown »
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Figure 2: DIAGRAM OF DISTURBANCE
TN BARLEY FIELD
Drewn by- Charles Stickland, B.Sc.

(Credit: BUFOA)
Dots represent upright barley stalks; arrows
show barley 1ean:|.ng in the indicated directions.
Lines boyond the "finger" show upright stalks
with the fruiting portion bent over &t the top.

Figure 3: FLAMBOROUGH HEAD CRATER

Q 1 234 5 6 Drawn by F. Malcolm Bull
 scale in feot . (Gredl’cl BUFOA)
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cular area about two feet in diameter. Beyond this barley was a grass field,
and then another barley field. In this second barley field there was a "oon=.
siderably disturbed" area, in shape reserbling a hand with a pointing fingers.
Beyond the "finger" was a"irne of upright barley stalks with the:fruiting
portion bent over at the top," seventeen feet long. A copy of Stickland's
diagran is shown in Figure 2.

The third aree of disturbance was alsc in this field, but, says Stioklend,
¥I'did not oxamine this, since I did not sce quite how I could reach it or
noasure it without trampling part of the crop that was still standing."

Meanwhile, a bomb-disposal unit was investigating tho original hole.
Their metal detector gave a reading, and, after digging down six feet, they
unearthed a half-poand piece of metal which was widely touted as & meteorite.
Apart from the fact that it would have been quite impossible for a half-pound
meteorite to have ponotrated to a dopth of six foot,/ an exeamination of the
objoct at the British Museoum in London disclosed that it was actually "iron=-
pen", oonsisting mainly of iron hydroxide, which wes indiginous to the soil.
Sticklend points out that, whon tha "iron-pan" was removed, tho metal detoctor
no longer gove o roading, rendering it unlikely that thoro was eny genuine
motoorito remaining in tho arce. (In addition, unless it were of vory con-
sidersble sizo, a rmetoorito could noever have penetrated to that depth).

It would be quite pointloss to chronicle hore the rany irresponsible
gtateronts made by both publicity hounds and scientists who should have known
better, But, through the hazo of nonsonse, a startling fact began to emerges
other crators had been discovered in rocent days.

The most widoly publicized of these wero two twin holes discovered ten
deys or so after the @mrlton crater, on the Middle Monynut Farm, East Lothian,
Sootlend == in the Lammormuir Hills, near the Berwiockshire border, about 21
miles south of Dunbar. According to the reports (The Scotsman, 7/25/63; the
BBC program Rodio Newsroel), thoy wero twelve feet apart, sixteon feet in
dismetor, end about three foet doep. Twelve channels, "like the spokes of
a wheel," radiated from each crater to a length of up to 44 feet. Heather
and Pmrge clods of earth wore scattered as far as 40 yards from the holes.
The oddest feature of the craters, however, was the fact that a number of
small square holes, one foot wide end two feet deop, wore found about 35
foot from thom. Unfortunately, the arrangement of these most remarkable
square pits is not cleoar.

Another pair of craters was discovered late in July (tho oxact date is
uncertain) on the slopes of Dufton Foll, Wostmorland. Tho discovery was
reported in the Yorkshire Post, 8/2/63, but the Postfs desoription groeatly
conflicts with that givon by Haythornthwaito, who examined the crators hin-
solf. Neodless to seyp, we aro using Haythormthwaite's description. "The
large hole," he writes, "was 37 yards across, two foot deep all over, and
oircular, though irregular, in shape. The craters wore on a slight slope,
and from the lower ond of each extondod & 'channol! up to four feet doop and
oightoon yards wide, The chanhol from tho larger orater was about a quartor
of a mile long, tho other boing about 200 yards long. Both oventually Joined
smell stroams." Ho adds: ‘"Although puzzling, thoso frankly did not look
liko offocts of a UFO landing, but soemod to have boon causod by very large
quentitios of wator landing from ebove all at onco." Obviously, nothing of
tho kind could have happoned, and it soons probablo that thesc orators bolong
in tho samo catogory as thoso of Charlton end East Lothien.

The oldost of Britain’s nystery craters appoars to have been tho ono

7S00 the articles on the subjoct Moteorita in the Encyclopedia Brittanica
and the Encyclopodia Amoricanas : ]
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discovorod at Flemborough Head, Yorkshire, which was known to have beon in
existonce boforo the ond of Junes It was reported in the Hull Dei ly Mail,
"/20/63, but a more acourato roport was givon in tho BUFOA Journal by Fa
Molcolm Bull, who made & personal investigation. According to Bull, it was
Tirst noticed toward the ond of June by an unnarcd plough boy who "was cutting

tho grass on tho edgo of a fiold (which is on the hadland) at North Moor Farm,
whon he noticod that tho grass and hay noar the odgo had boon disturbod. Ho

thought nothing more about it until on the 19th July he was cubting tho hay
in tho fiold whon ho saw that tho carth hed boon thrown up; his first thought
was that a pig had boon rooting and thrown up tho soil, but whon ho oxaminecd
it closor ho saw that it could not havo boon mado by a pig."

For roasons that are not cloar, tho bomb disposal unit which invostigatod
the hele fillod it in after thoy woro finishod, and so noithor its outlines nor
its sizo could be detemined easily when Bull investigated it on July 3l. From
the diagram provided by Bull (Figure 3), one would gather thet it was roughly
circular and about six foet in diameter. It was known to be 12 to 18 inchos
deepe From its cuges, several cracks ran in all directions; the bomb disposal
unit dug to follow one or two of these. The projoction on tho left of Bull's
diagram is the only crack which rotained its original appearence at the time
of Bull's investigation; it was threo inches deop, and, apparently, about two
feot longs The projection on the right is the result of the bomb disposal
unit's digging along another of tho orackss

Tho fifth and last® of the present flurry of crater groups of which
we are cognizert was discovered near Sanquhar, Dunfrieshire, Scotland. It was
briefly roported in the BBC Scottish Nows, 7/27/63, at 6:15 P.M. Tho only
details given by the BBC were that thore were throo orators and that they wore
sinilar to tho holes at East Lothian,

LR L N N s R R R A N}

Writing in The Shadow of the Unknown, we called attontion to throe casos,
which produced physical effocts which in sono manner or another paralleled
the mystery at Charlton. It was our thesis that the parallel offects could bo
sa.foly deduced to have had parallel causes, and thet it was possible to re-
oconstruct with a fair amount of accuracy the event which produced the Charlton
holes We then presented our reconstruction. The observations wade by Stickland
have both confirmmd and amplified our deductions, which we present hores

The three cases which we cited all occurred during the great European
"flap" of September and October, 1954, and are recounted by the French researcher
Ainme Michel in his monumentel Flying Saucers and the Straight-Line lMystery
(Criterion, 1958). '

The first of Michel's cases occurred on Septenber 26 at Chabeuil, France,
and involved the "little man" who so terrified lMme. Lebouef. As the UFO in
question took off from among a group of trees, it passed very low over a wheat-
field. When the fisld was later examined, it was discovered that "the first
few yards of wheat, in the path of the object as it took off through the field,
more flattened out in radiating lines" (Michel, pe 82).

The second took place on October 4, at the small French village of Poncey-
sur-1'Ignons A luminous, orange, egg-shaped object hovered law over a field

®We are deliberately onitting the hole discovered in a park in the center of
Sout hanpton on July 15, end reported in the Southern Evening Echo 7/16=17/63.
Although not nuch informetion is available on it, it does not seem to belong
in the same genre as the other craters, and may well have some prosaic ox-
plonations We could, of course, be wrong.
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and then abruptly took off, tearing out a hole about a yord ahd a half long
and an average of two feet wide. 0ddly enough, "about half-way down the hole
was wider than at ground level.™ Still more strenge was the fact that the
roots and rootlets in the.soil were complotely undauaged, "as if the mass of
earth spread over the surrounding grass had been sucked out by a gigantic
vacuun" (Michel, p. 134)s ' _

The third occurred:at Po di Gnooca, Itely, on October 15. A krge disk
#ns observed by several peasants to land and-thém suddenly teke off again, sucking
tp the earth below it. A crater almost twenty fdet in diameter was left on the
spot, and six nearby poplar trees were cerbonized (Michel, p. 181).

These incidents, particularly the second and third, are strongly suggestive
of the Charlton nystery, Applying the data gathered by Michel to the Charlton
hole, we deduced the following event (quoted from The Shadow of the Unkmown, p. 78)

", ..Apparently, & relatively small (i.e., about five or six feet in diameter)
disk-shaped UFO cither landed in or hovered low above Mr. Blanclard's potato
patoh. As it took off, it suigenly brought into play a terrifically strong
field, of force which sucked up the potatoes and the earth in which they were
plarted. Evidently this field was more powerful at a section in the center of
the disk than the rest of it, and a small crater was torn out beneath this
soction. Four strong rays of force, cmanating from the rim of the disk,
o7idently as sharply defined as beams of light, formed the trenches, and sucked
out the barley that was in their paths."

As noted above, these deductions were both confirmed and amplified by
Stiokland's discovery of obther places on Manor Farm where the crops were dis-
turbed. The disappearance of the barley under the gap in the hedge would seem
to be ceused by a mechanim similar to that which created the crater itself.
More important is the disturbance in the other barley field; the resemblance
between this (particularly the "finger" and the bent barley stalks beyond it)
and the marks in the wheat et Chabeuil is too obvious to require comment.

The geogrephical location of these points is of great importance, says Stickland.
"Tha gap in the hedge is an ideal spot from which to look down the valley. The
39-foot disturbance in disgram 2 points directly down the valley towards a gap
between two hills. This would be the obvious flight path should a machine

be required to keep close to the ground." The UFO, after perhaps hovering
erratically in the arca for a few momerts, clearly moved off directly above

the path of the "finger" (note, however, that the barley is flattenod at right
angles to the flight path). The strength of its force fiold diminished abruptly,
bending only the fruiting portion. We can imagine it rising slightly, then
moving off down the valley....

Truly, the mystery et Charlton has efforded us what amounts to clear ®foot-
prints" of a UFO.

eoped EBade e eqgeseP U TRERdrRREPR RO RRRRERS

Tt cannot be donied that thore are certain dissimilarities between the
five sots of craters discovered in England and Scot land. Nevertheless, the
similarities are far moro importent, and so striking that it seems improbable
{hat they are not all tho rosults of similar causes. (In our discussion of
hom, it would probably be wise to exclude tho Sanqubar craters, since so little
is known about then). In all cases, tho craters gave the general impression of
having been torn out by some force, with earth scattored around the perimeter
in greator or lesser quantity. In all cases, the craters were roughly circular,
In 211 cases, some form of channels were creatod, radieting outward from the
cratoers, although their number and appearance diffored (the peculiar circumstan~c
of tho channels from the Dufton Fell craters connecting with streams is of
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partioular interest). - .

The chief point of dissimilarity emong the craters is, of course, tidr
sizes (diamoters would be more accurate, as their depths displey an odd uniform-
ity) .« This hardly testifios against the similarity of their origins. Wo may
look back to the orators at Poncey and Po di Gnocca for a comparisone. Although
the Poncey hole was much smaller than the ono at Po di Gnocoa, it is known that
both were croated in tho same menner. Indeed, the Charlton erater bears about
the same resomblance to the East Lothian craters as the Poncey hole bears to
the Po di Gnocea crater. Thore is one very illumimating exception to this:
the shape of the Poncey hole was olliptical, while the shape of tho Po di Gnooca
crator was ocircular -~ both correosponding to the shapes of the UFO's that formed
thom. - It seoms reasonablo that wo can deduce from this that the UFO's whioch
Tormod the British oraters were all circular (probably lenticular) in shape ==
although, it must be omphasized, not necessarily of widely disparate sizes.

A complotely unigue featuro was involved in the East Lothian craters: tho
odd squaro holos discovered about 35 foet from the crators. :

Hoving discussed the genoral charactoristics of the 1963 crater epidemic,
our noxt stop is to look back through UFO history for procedomts to the occurrances.
Our search'is not particularly rowarding. The first thing we come across is a
chaptor in Frank Edwards! Strangost of All (Ace, 1962, pp. 78-82) ontitled
"Quoer Crators,” in whioh six casos of craters which were intrinsically unusual
and/or formed under unusual ciroumstances are listed. However, while they all
fall undor this broad heading, the siz incidents are definitely heterogencous,
and do not seem to have all resulted from the same oause. In four of tho cases,
oxplosions (variously doscribed as ®huge end violent," "tremendous," and "jarring")
wore reported in connection with the craters. In contrast, all of the British
oerators wore formed silently (unloss the blast that Joliffe heard was connected
with the orater ‘at Charlton). Of tho two others, only one bears a distinct
rogomblance to the 1963 epidomic, but the other may have a connsction. Both
will be summarized heres

On July 31, 1953 (by a curious coincidonce, just under a decade before
the British craters were first discovered), Mrs, John C. Allen discovered
on her South Carolina farm a oircular orator which was more than sixty feot
across and from sevon to twelve feet deep. On the next day, she came across
a socond, smallor croter, nino foet across and five feet deop. Both gave the
appearance of having been blasted out of the ground (or, more likely, sucked
out). On July 30, a straight line of four similar oraters, fifteen feet across
and six foet deep, was found in a field alongside a road about six miles from
Goorgetown, South Carolina. All resembled the British holes in that soil was
scattored around them, they wero all circular, and no explosion was heard at any
time. Noar one of the craters on the Allen famm, the local sheriff “dissovered
e pine trec near ono of the craters with its top sheared off as if by lightning"
and found some wood ash on the troo (remember the earbonized poplars at Po di
Gnocea) « . _

The second of these cascs occurred on a farm near Carthage, South Dakote,
in tho spring of 1955. One morning, the owners, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Hall,
discovored in one of their fields a hole two feet in diamoter end 18 fect deep.
Clearly, the Carbhage orater was not formed by a mechanism identical to that
which creatod the ones in South Carolina, but it sooms distinetly probable that
it too had a UFO connection, More about this later.

A relatively rocent incident, not without a distinet element of humor,
may havo & bearing on our disoussion. Acsording to the New York Timos of &pril
7, 1962, an onormous oblong crater was discovered on a borough-owned tract of
land about two miles northeast of Sayreville, New Jersey. It was 1,570 feet
long, 780 feet wide, and forty feot long; it contained an estimated 1,800,000
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cubic yards of f£ill dirt worth anywhoro from $360,000 to $720,000. 4s Mayor Harold.

Boehm of Sayroville began the investigation, it soon became apparont that the only
thing anybody knew was that nobody knew anything. "Mayor Boshm said the only
cortainty was that the borough had never been paid for the dirt. He discovered
the loss 'ebout a woek ago' during a routine check of the excavators working
in the arca." It was quickly calculated that, to haul away the dirt, the
equivalent of 360,000 dump trucks of a five-cubic-yard capacity each must havo
beon used. "Prosecutor Dolan zfgf Middlesox Gounqﬁ7, who was called into the
case by Mayor Boehm, 'said: 'It's incredible that something like this could go
on without somebody knowing about it.! Ho said heavy carth-moving equipment
must have beon used in an oporation working a long period of time." '
Obviously; it” Is Unnecessary to invoke a UFO %o oxplain this mysterious
hole; nevertheless, it is as likely an explanation as anything else, and should
bo kept in mind.

I.lll....ll‘l..l.'.l.l.I.l........ll....

In our Shadow of the Unknown article we, not unnaturally, made the assumption
that the formaetion of the Charlton hole was mercly a fortunate accident, a chance
by-product. of a UFO landing or novar-landing. Howover, when wo recoivod the
roports of othor crater groups having been found all over England and southern
Scotland, it bpeame obvious that there was considerably more to it than that.
Thore was clearly a plan behind the formation of the uystory holes -- but what?

The key to the puzzle was discovored by Mr. Haythornthwaito, who, being
a reader of the Flying Saucer Reviow, naturally had.a keen eye for orthotenic
alignmonts. "One intoresbing fact ecmorges," he wrote me. "A line through
Charlton, Wiltshire, and the Westmorlsnd Craters, passes as nearly as I can
judge over Middle Monynut Farm in tho Lemmermuirs. (This is using a conical
projection map, but for a country the size of Britain tho error is- small.)"
Counting Southampton (as we must, for the purpose at hend), there wero six
locations in EngLand,&nd Scot land at which craters were discovered; according
to calculations made by Alexander D. Mebane (Civilian Saucer Intelligence,

Now York City)9, we should expect to find one threg-point alignment in ‘one out
of every four random sprinklings of six points. Now, granted these odds are far
from ovorwholming, Haythornthwaite's discovery was nevertheless most interesting,
and we rather.laboriously plotted the locations of the crators for ourself

(seo Figure 4) to see if wo could find anything else of significance.

The first thing that struck_us was the goographical position of -the
Charlton-Dufton.Fell-East Lothisn aligomemt. It runs elmost exactly north-south,
differing from the .position of the secénd meridian west by less than 59, It
bisects the southern coast.of England almost exactly.and is roughly perpendicular
to it. If it is extended slightly on the north, the point at which i passes
out over the sea quite closely coincidos with tho ittersection of lines drewn -
along the prominent points of the eaktern-and western-coasts. ~ However one looked
et 1t, tho aligmment seemed to bo far more thail, puro coincidencey: .

This was all very well, but it was far from sufficient. Thero wore still
the craters at Sanquhar and Flamborough Head to be accounted for. We ‘decided
to postulate a larger pattern that would fit them in -- & ‘pattern including
eastern Scotland as well as England. Wo extended the Charlton-East Lothian
alignment to a hypothetical point about thirty miles northeast of the' north-
eastern tip of Scotland, among the Orkney Islands, then constructed lines from
this point passing through Sanquhar and Flamborough Head. It quickly beceme
obvious that not only did these lines follow to a great extent the eastern

gﬂppendix to Michel's Flying Saucers and the Straight-Line Uystery, p. 259,
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and western coasts of England (in addition, the eastern line passes exactly -
over the easternmost point of the Scottish coast), but the angle that they formed -
was bisected almost precisely by the extended Charlton-East Lothian alignment i
(on our mep, /BAF = 14° and /EAF = 15°), It is true that our placement of -
the hypothetical point was rather arbitrary; nevertheless, a point in the Orkneys
or within fifty miles or so south of them would seem to be the most logidal
point of origination for an extraterrestrial survey such as is indicated here, -
and, as long as we stick to that generel area, the angles outlined above will nct
vary significantly.
Wo were admiring the neatness of the pattern which we had constructed
when another thought occurred to us. Measuring the distance from the- Middle:
Monymut Farm to Dufton Fell, we discovered to our surprise that it was-equal
to exactly one fourth of the total distance from Middle Monyrut Farm Lo Charltons ~
The clance of this being coincidence was small, and it seemed reasonable o
deduce from it that the distance from the East Lothian craters to those at
Dufton Fell (approximotely 134 miles) was either a basic unit of gome sort
or a multiple of one.10 A Sl I
Using this as a basis for further observatlons; we marked off polnts two
and three units north along our extended alignment from East Lothian, in en
attempt to locate an adjusted point of origination, so to speak. However;, we
quickly discovered that the distance from cither of these points to Sanquhar
and Flamborsugh Head could not be measured in even units. To remedy the difficulty,
we made the tentative deduction that the true "basic units" were actually halves
of our units; or 67 miles. Making this assumption for the. moment, we. proceaded
to measure off five hal f-units north from East Lothian; we noted approvingly
that this new point (A, on our map) fell only about ten miles north of the
old hypothetical point of origination. Measuring from point A to Sanquhar e
yes, three units, on the nose. From point A to Flamborough Head was four unlts,
plus about ten miles. (This discrepancy is annoying but ‘not inexplicable.
The line passes almost -entirely over water until it reaches Spurn Head, more
than fifty miles past Flamborough Head; all along this distance,- FlamborOUgh
Head is just about the only point of land along the lines If indéed the pattern
is part of en aerial reconnaissance by UFO's, it seems 11kely that their pllots
would be willing to stretch a point and make a landing at Flamborough Heads
It is interesting, although perheps not significant, that Spurn Head itself ‘
is exactly nine half-units from point AJ) :
The above paragraph is of course highly speculative, and the valldlty
of its logic cannot be proved, but it is nevertheless = reasonable extrapolatlon
from the facts which can be proved. The existence of the Charlton=Bast Lothian =
alignment;, its geographic position, the 3:1 ratio of the distances from Charlton " ¢
to Dufton Fell and from Dufton Fell to the Middle Monynut Farm, the angles formed
when we extend this alignment to a logical point of origination in the northern-
most part of the Island and then connect this point with Sanquhar and Flem-

10p, avold obscurity in subsequent references, we are defining "unit," as used
in this article, to mean the-distance of approximately 134 miles.

The diagram opposite shows the pattern of lines involving craters in England
and Scotland, includlng Southampton. A number of the small islands off the
Scottish coast have been omitted, as they involve dlfflculty and do not add
to the value of the map. The originel hypotheticael point is not shown, to avoid
confusion. Legend:s A = adjusted hypothetical point of origination; B = Sanquhar;

C = Middle Monynut.Farm; D = Dufton Fell; E.= Flamborough-Heads-F = Charltoens
G = Southampton; e =_al1gnment ———— = hypothetlcal llne,
second meridian west. o

i
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PR
borough Head -- those Aro ot illusory. Nor, in oﬁ?xoplnlon,,can they be
oxplained away as coincidétice. We do not posoess sufflclentsmathomatzcol
knowledge to evaluate the probahility of th;s patbern appearing: by oh&ncal

but it is clearly very small.

I \ i
doee . { i : “_I'»- "# *
-oo-o.o-aa..o-a--J-Ic‘:‘?-’-la-o_ootoo“ i'-.bln i )
3 Some more extrapolation coming up; but first a llﬁﬂle bookground 1nfor* et
matlone -- i

As every UFO buff worth his salt knowa,.the term orthoteny was 001ned by
French researcher Aime Michel in his book’Flylng Saugers and the Sﬁralght—Llne #
Mystery, a study of the sighting flap in, France in September and October 1954.
Michel, acting on a suggestion made by the late Jean Cocteau, plott&d all the
sightings for each dey of the flap on maps,rand discovered that they- tended
to fall along straight lines, which he termed.: ‘o¥thotenic alignmentsi Although
these lines almost always corresponded with the trajectories of the objects
on them, it was clear from the chronology of the sightings that an orthotenic
line was not idemtical with the trajectdry’ of any one objeot. :.In oﬁhor words,
each point on the line represented & separate object, and thus the allgpments
could only be explained by postulating o: pattern of merial roconnaissanoo in
which at least several different machines participated.

During the peek of the flap in early October, Michel dlﬁoovorad three dates
which produced not merely alignmerts but unmistakeble networks of alignments
(October 2, 7, 1l), resembling spider webs. The most dramatio of the three
networks was that of the 7€h, which Michel discusses: A s0me; detall on pps :
146~50 of his booke. One of his observations is partlcularlmrworthy of quotation:
"...there appears to be g prevalence of angles of about 30 degrees; at least
oight such engles can be found at major apexes."

It tekes no more than a glance at our 1963 crater pattern to realize
that it too represonts a form of orthoteny -- but a special kind of orthoteny,
an orthoteny not of sightings of UFO's but of craters formed %% UFO's. Although
there was a definitg sighting flap over England in July 1863, 1L the appearance
of the UFO's thonsolvos was secondary to the formation of the mysterious

craters. 0

We nete at once an oxtremely significant” polnt -0f resemblance between
Michel's 1954 patterns and our crater.pattern: the prevalent angle in the
October 7 network was 30°, whereas tho provalent angle.in our network is 16° ~-
and there is no need to point out thet 30° is exactly twice 15°. We seem to
have come across a highly slgnlflcant fact; let us apply,lt to our map and
see what happens. Taking the line AB, we rotate it ‘another 15° west; it cuts
across Scotland and Ireland, but nothing spectaculariis apparent. Now another
15%,4,and our line follows closely the northern part 6f fhe western Irish coast.
In other words, we have in this line and AE two sides of amsequiangular triangle
which contains almost all of the British Isles, with 4 as itd wertex. If en
extratorrestrial survey of Great Britain were planpeﬂ, what better pattern
could be used for it than the one which we have. mappod out?

All of this is pure spoculatlon, but it cannot be denied that it is logical
speculation, and we must not shrug it off lightly. Its importance may be in-
creased greatly. by o bit if fnformatlon which we have.peen saving for now.

Although data is scanty, it is clear that further‘cratsrs have been
discovered in the Netherlands. Débeils are available oh at least one of these.
In his most recent letter to us (10/11/63), Mr. Haythornthwaite wrote: "F.S.R.
[he Flying Saucer Review, November-December 19637,, also, rop,orts the Dutch crater

.'\- 1

llsge Flying Saucer Review, Soptember-October 1963, for deﬁﬁil%;
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a§ being on the Frle-lan 1sla:c of Sch;ennonnlkoog. gt was square, 12! _deep
and more than 6" across.’ Too much weight should not be a531gned to this --
%he map we aroc using.here is rathor crude and not in the gnononlo proaectlon
which is required for exact measuroments on the earﬁh's surface -- 'but 'as nesr
as we can judge .a line drawn from point A to Schlermonnlkocg nakeslg 300 angle
© with line ﬂE.. If our measuUrement 15 accurate,‘WB nust extend our pattern onee
again -- this time to inglude. the Natherlands.

On tho basis Qf this, it is perhaps not too farfetched to say’ that the
British corater pattern may be merely a suction of a much larger p&ttern, and that
more craters may bggin to turn up along all lines forming angles of multiples

of 156° with line ADF at point 4. This could well include much of Wéstern Buirope. "

However, before we go too far out on a limb, it would be best to attompt™
to find confirmation of our more basic deductions. If our conclusions regarding
the units are correct, we may expect to find other craters at ‘lnit divisions' A
along line ADF. Moving north from Charlton, we encounter first Worcester; then pe
a point about two miles west of Stockport, then Dufton Fell and Mlddle Mbnynut '
Farm, and finally, a.point two miles west of Banchory, Scotland.

These are the pomnts at which we should make our first attempts to locate
other craters. But we should not stop there. Wo should also examine the half-
unit divisions along this line. Between Charlton and Worcester we find a point
about two miles west of Malmesbury; betwoen Worcester and Stockport is a point
three miles northwest of Stafford; between Stockport and Dufton Fell is Settle;
and between Dufton Fell and Middle Monynut Farm is & point five miles northwest |
of Bellingham. All other half-unit divisions along this line fall over’ ‘waters,

- To list the half-unit divisions along line AE, beginning at p01nt A A11°
of these fall over water until we reach Spurn Head, over fifty miles ‘south of
Flamborough Head. The next half-unit point after that falls over water; tho
next is about seven miles east of Ely, the next is on the coast, five miles
north of Southminster; and the last is almost exactly between Ashford and Dover. *

The half-unit divisions along line AB, beginning at point-As. The first .
two fall over watar;.the next is about four miles north of Balmoral, Scotland;
the next is about six miles north of Perth; the next is about cight miles west
of Edinburgh; then comes Sanquhar; tho next three fall over water; the next
lies about a mile north of Pwllheli, Wales; the next falls over water; the next
is about two miles northoast of Pembroke, Wales; the next ialls over water; and
the last lies two miles south of Padstow, England.

It might eventual ly prove worthwhile for British UFO investigators to
chock the above locations for possible craters.

" Ill.II.l...l.....l...lll...-......l..".

What does it all mean? TWhat is tho purpose of the formation of “theso
strange craters?

In our.opinion, %he most loglcal answer to this question is that they
represent gn .entirely new phase of the UFO reconnaissénce of our planet: sn
organized:and systematic study of the soil of Great Brltaln and p0331h1y other
places in Vestern Europe.

Of courso, attempts by UFO's and UFO belngs to collect soil samples are
herdly novel. In many of the "little men" cases, the creatures were observed
taking specimens of earth, from Brush ‘Creek, California (summer 1953) to
Valencin, Venezuala (December 19, 1954). One of the most recont (end alerming
cases of this nature occurred on Awgust 17, 1962, near Diamantina, Brazil; it -
was observed by the 111—fatad Rlvallno da Silva, who was kldnapped N ea RO —
three days 1ater. 2. :

X BT,

13Fate, June 1963, pp. 26-33.




Similarlys-there.has -beon_strong evidence in the past that a number of
cases have occurred in which soil was removed by UPO'a by.puroly mechanical
means. We refer here particularly to the famous OldapuMborq_inciaehtﬁof il
November 6, 1957.. After a UFO was ebsorved to land and take .of f again in
a field near-Nontville, Ohio, the ground was found te be radioactive. In
additiong,ﬂéégording to the Clevéland Press (Nov. 8),;Locke Zﬁbnneth Looka,
Lake Counmty Civilian Defonse Director/ also: founds..two holes three foet doep.
'They were not like post holos, an observer said: they were perfect.! Ohe
assumos from.this that the holes were about six ‘inches in diameter,, like’ post
holes, but had smooth walls; as if earth sakiples had been. removed, with a dy=
lindrieal core borer."l® "The deséription of these holes bears a. startling
resemblance to that of the hole found near Carthage; South Dakota, in 1955 :
(see above). The only difference is, of course, in the dimensions of the holes,
but, obviously, +his point is hardly of great significances '

The exact mechanism by which the Carthage and Montville hbles were formed
is not clear. However, we know of another category of UFO-created holes which
differ greatly from these,  Into this category fall the British craters which
have been the subjeot of this article, the craters at Poncey=sur-1tIgnon and.

Po di Gnocea, and probably the craters discovered in South Carolina in 1953
(possibly also the Sayreville hole, although to darry away 1}800,000 cubic
yards of soil would be a big job oven for a UFO). The oraters.in thig category
were almost definitely formed by the suction draatad.bypUFO-forqeifieldqa'

Although, &s pointed out above, soil sample's have ofton been taken by
UFO's in the. pakt, before 1963 this was extromely sporadic and haphazard; :
elmost as if it were a minor sidelight to which attontion was given only when-
time could be spared from more important projects. . Tt was not until the
crater epidemic that any pattern was discernible. - : i

The. meaning of this becomes more resdily apparent when we consider the
pattern of UFQ activity deduced by lirs. Coral E. Lorenzen.in her excellent
book The.Great Flying Saucer Hoax (William-Frederick; 1962). Mrs. Lorenzen
points out that in the early years of UFO activity (1947 to mid-1952) there
was no apparent pattern;.it seemod that the UFO's were concerned only with o
general observation of Earth. With the Big Flap in 1952, however, the whole’
picture was changed; the UFO's evinced particular interest in terrestrial
defenses. The orthotenic discoveries by Michel in regard to the French flap
of 1954 indicated that a similar Survey was being made in Rurope. It was
during the period of 1953-55 that most of the early collection of earth samples,
rocks, etc. by the "little men" took place. The pattern again shifted abruptly
in the fall of 1957, when the sudden eruption of electro-magnetic cases in' =~
the UnitedStates added what the late Captain E.J. Ruppelt called "a whole new "
dimension to the UFO investigation."l4 The smerican cases seemed innocuous
enough == mainly involving stalled automobiles and similar incidents -~ but .
there were a number of foreign reports which woro, to say the least, rather
sinister. These latter cases were capably analyzed by Dr. Olavo T. Fontes,

Rio de Janeiro physician and, crack UFO researcher, whose thesis it was that
UFO's are.hostile. His highly controversial interpretation of them was that

they were weapon tests by tho UFO's, possibly in preparation for en approaching
D-day. In 1960, Dr. Fontes documented -an orthotenic survey which had taken

place in northeastern Brazil on May 13 of that year, which he considered a

study for the purpose of gathering data for future UFO mass landings, tho
beginning of an invasion of Barth. .More than a year later, UFO landings ™

and "little men" reports, which had been more or less dormaiit; began be—piek .. .

15Appendix to Flying Saucers and the Straight-Line Mystory, p. 253.

My ney and Hall, The Challongo of Unidontified Flying Objects (Washington, 1961),
p. 70. Appendix E of this excellent volume comtains Gthe comp lete NICAP
Subcommittee report on electro-magnetic effects, prepared in June 1960.
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up, and increased through 1962. They reached their peak late that year,

mainly in South Americe but also to some oxtent in the United States (as witness
the Oradell, New Jersey, sightings of September). These fell off in early

1963, and, from then until the surmer, what sightings there were were rather
humd rum.

Then came the British crater epidemic -- the latest major UFO pattem
change to date. For the first time, the primary concern of the UFO's was with
soil samples. What had proviously been o mere routine interest suddenly boecame
a project of the highest priority. 4 whole new phase had begun.

This phase may be interpreted as being ominous. "Phe 1little men," wrote
Mrs. Lorenzen (p. 49), referring to the colloction of earth samples in 1954,
"were intorested in earth crops and soil probably in their usefulness to their
plans. I envision a huge laboratory somewherc in space in which exporiments
involving the adaptebility of other types of plant life to earth soil are being
carried out. What are their plans? They may intend %o establish a base on
earth, and if the visitors intend to bring along thoir own agriculture they
plan to stay a long while,"

If wo evaluate the British craters in the light of Mrs. Lorenzen's hy-
pothesis, the remults are clearly more than o little frightening. But we must
beware of letting our neturel fear of the unknown run away with us. Cogent
as those hypothetical reconstructions of the UFO beings' purpose may be,
wo should remember that they are mere hypotheses, and that the facts are
'_sgbject to obher and more optimistic interpretations. (Indoed, it is note-
worthy that most of the case for UFO hostility rests upon pure hypothesis.)

On the other hand, we must not permit these considerations to lull us into
a false sense of security, leaving us vulnerable to a possible invasion from
Space.

However they are interpreted, the crater reports bring home once agein
the importance of the UFO situstion, and the need for thorough, meticulous,
soientific study of it. We must not procrastinate -- we must get to work on
it -- NOW.

_-u-——_—--—_—_——_———_.-_.-._.-._—_.-—..————.—...n—.-—-...—w—-——_.—————-_—.-_————-———-——_———_—-—---

FAMED AUTHOR, NATURALIST JOINS NJAAP PANEL

In order that NJAAP may have the opinions of highly qualified persons in
studying and evaluating UFO data, we are forming a Panel of Special Advisors
to help us. Although we wish to inelude one or two top-notch UFO investigators,
we hope for the Panel to mainly consist of persons whose specialties lie in
such fields as physics, meteorology, electronics, and other scientific areas.
Membership on our Panol, therefore, does not necessarily imply endorsement of
our opinions on the UFO situation, even to the extent of belief or disbelief in
The reality of UFO's. We will Tndividually give the opinions of each Advisor.

Wo are honored to have on our Panol the famod asuthor and naturalist Ivan
T. Sanderson. Mr. Sanderson is a graduate of Eton, Cambridge, and the University
of London, holding & Bei. degree in Zoology, Geology, and Botany. He is a
Fellow of the Linnean Society of London, the Royal Geographical Society of
London, and the Zoological Society of London. He has traveled all over the
world, made frequent regular appearances on radio and television, and has
suthored sixteen books on zoology and related fields. DMr. Senderson is present-
ly the Science Editor for chilton Books, Philadelphia.

My. Sanderson's opinion on UFO's is that, while meny UFO's are extra-
torrostrial vehicles, "UFO" covers & largely heterogeneous group of objects
and phenomena, as diverse as the life forms found in the North Atlantic.

NJAaP is indeed fortunate to have the aid of Mr. Sandersons
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